
Memorial PTO General Meeting Minutes 

 
Attendance:  
Stephanie Freeman, Melissa Morse, Brenda Picardo, Kristen Sanville, Hong Ho, Erin Valcourt, 
Victoria Wilkinson, Jessica Tilley, Wendy Bell, Julia Wilkinson, Elizabeth Woody, Karlyn Gale 
 

Call to Order 
Approve Minutes (Recording Secretary) : 01/13/2021, approved by email vote in January 
 

Opening Reports 
 
President, Stephanie Freeman 

● Offer of funds for outdoor classroom 
○ Chris Hadfield organized a GoFundMe to raise funds for outdoor classrooms for 

every school in the district. The effort raised $2800, and Chris is offering Memorial 
PTO $900 to take over the effort for Memorial School. 

○ Nipmuc’s outdoor classroom has metal benches and a white board, no table space. 
○ We should think about a space with tables to better serve the community. Clough 

has a beautiful outside classroom, so we can reach out to them for details. 
○ Location may be an issue since Memorial does not own the fields. There’s a small 

space near both of the small playgrounds adjacent to the building (front and back). 
Alternatively, there’s a space just across the front parking lot up on the berm.  

Treasurer, Kristen Sanville 
● In the general fund, we have $12,400. 

Principal, Wendy Bell 
● Thank you for the books the PTO purchased. There were great titles and the teachers 

appreciated them. There were enough for all the teachers with a few leftover that can go to 
the new teachers. 

● Sheryl Faye's presentation generally went well, although there were a few isolated issues 
with technology, particularly with the Q&A session. The virtual performance was great, and 
Mrs. Bell is hoping to have her back for an in-person experience next year. 

● Student Advisory Council- some 4th graders are interested in helping out with the 4th 
grade sendoff. We can connect them with Dawn Duplessis (event organizer). 

 

Agenda 
Old Business - Unfinished 

1. Valentine “Send a Hug” fundraiser (Melissa) 
a. Pickup times are Thursday (2/11) from 5:30-6:30 and Saturday (2/13) from 1-3pm. 

Date: 2/10/2021  Location: Zoom 

Called by: Stephanie Freeman  Time: 6:32 PM 



b. We have 9 grownup and 36 kid bags available for sale on the spot. Liz will update 
our Facebook post when we sell out. 

2. Read-a-thon updates (Vicky) 
a. Mrs. Gale suggested that we hold the event over National Library Week, which is the 

first week of April. This might be easier than Read Across America week (early 
March) so we have more time to plan. 

b. 99 Pledges will be the platform. It’s really quick and easy to sign up. 
i. Vicky has a letter for families started with the relevant details. She will seek 

board and principal approval. 
ii. Each family will have to sign up their children for participation. Mrs. Bell is 

going to reach out to a contact to get details on a consent form to use in the 
future allowing us to automatically enter kids with parents’ email addresses. 

c. We would like to use the funds raised to build an outdoor classroom for Memorial.  
d. Winning grade level/class prize options 

i. Mrs. Bell would like to see prizes for most minutes read rather than money 
raised overall, to emphasize reading. 

ii. Mrs. Bell is willing to “be the prize.” We can consider options that can be done 
over Zoom to include all students.  

New Business - Ideas, motions, announcements 
1. Read Across America Day- March 2, 2021 (Stephanie) 

a. Mrs. Gale has organized guest readers and they will choose their favorite Dr. Suess 
books to read. 

b. Mrs. Gale will put together goody bags, and Mrs. Bell may dress up as a character. 
2. Teacher Requests (Stephanie) 

a. Molly Smith and Kayla Prairie are requesting $58 for classroom sets of markers. 
i. PTO voted to approve. 

b. Karlyn Gale is requesting $350 for Read Across America supplies. 
i. PTO voted to approve. 

3. School Resource Officer Recognition (Jess) 
a. January 9th was the official recognition day. 
b. Jess will put together a snack bag for Officer Poxon to show our gratitude. 

4. Open to the members or guests to share an idea or make a motion 
a. Mrs. Gale talked to Peter Reynolds’ agent about doing a virtual read to the kids.  

i. The cost would be $750 for a 30 minute presentation.  
ii. Mr. Reynolds does have availability this spring, and the Wednesday of 

National Library Week is a possibility.  
iii. There is MCAS testing on April 6 and 8 that week, but it might be a great 

opportunity to take the kids’ minds off of it and enjoy the experience.  
iv. The PTO is very receptive to covering the cost. We can vote on the expense at 

a future meeting after receiving an official request.  

Announcements 

1. Remember to check for updates on our Facebook page (Memorial Elementary School PTO), 
Twitter (@PtoUpton), and website (www.memorialpto.org).  

2. Sign up to receive our newsletter and announcements by sending us an email: 
MemorialPTOupton@gmail.com 

3. Next meeting will be on March 10 at 6:30 PM, via Zoom (email 
MemorialPTOupton@gmail.com for the link) 

http://www.memorialpto.org/
mailto:MemorialPTOupton@gmail.com


Adjournment 


